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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, gid 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can finda man, if there be any that exeeutet! 
judgment, that seeketh the truth. 2 . * . e . . Jeremiah, Vele 
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PRESENT STATE OF SOCIETY. 


Extract from a letter inserted in the eleventh number of 
the ** Genius of Universal Emancipation.’’* 


«“ Since taking leave of you, at the cottage of our nafi- 
vity, curiosity and a thirst for knowledge have led me into 
the noisy world, where every thing seems to be ina state 
of perturbation. Instead of that large stock of pleasure, 
which I had anticipated from an extensive acquaintance 
with men and things, I have hitherto had to experience 
the reverse; and the little knowledge I have acquired of 
the current dispesition of mankind in general, has con- 
tributed, more than ever, to convince me of the depravity 
of human nature. I had heard of great improvements 
being made in the arts of civilization; of considerable 
reformations in the morals of the people; and of very 
great and wonderful revivals of religion having taken 
place in many parts of the country through which I am 
to pass; but from what I have yet seen, it appears to me 
that notwithstanding these reports, darkness seems, in 
inany respects, to have veiled the pure principles of jus- 
tice, truth and equity, from the optic vision of the gene- 
rality of mankind; so that amidst their very high profes- 
sions of religion, civilization,-and moral advancement, 
men appear to be groping in the dark, in a great measure, 
by willingly, and perhaps wilfully, shutting their eyes 
against the illuminations which have emanated from va- 
rious sources; and are contenting themselves with cus- 
toms derived from the darker ages of antiquity, however 
corrupt they may be, and sing their te deums for the state 
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of security and felicity in which they fancy themselves, 
whilst mammon seems to be the object of too general 
pursuit, and the only thing worthy of the attention of a 
human being.” 

As lamentable as the fact is, the foregoing exhibits but 
tua just a picture of the present state of society, parti- 
cwWarly the religious part of it. Amidst all our boast of 
civilization, religion and religious revivals, dishonesty, 
deception, and a supreme regard to one’s self, and to the 
honours and riches of this world, characterizes the ge- 
nerality of men. These traits of degeneracy are not con- 
fined to such as make no pretensions to religion; they 
are to be found in a greater degree, if possible, among 
those who profess it. In this day, it furnishes no warrant 
to us that a man is upright, honest and sincere, because 
he makes a high profession of religion ; and as /ike natu- 
rally begets like, the evils which now abound are not 
easily to be arrested. 

The various societies and associations already formed 
and forming, to effect a change in the habits and manners 
of the age, seem by the pride, intrigue and deception with 
which they are carried on and supported, only calculated 
to increase the majestic current of iniquity. ‘To expect 
a renovation to be brought about through them, will be 
like looking for grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles. 
They but serve to amuse the public with vain expectations, 
which must end in disappointment. The all-important 
and practical duties of christianity appear, indeed, to be 
lost sight of or disregarded, through the false zeal and 
spirit of the times, as in the age of crusading for the re- 
covery of ancient Jerusalem from the infidels. 

In this state of things, it becomes an important 10- 
quiry: What are we to do? The answer which should 
recommend itself to every man’s conscience, is this: Let 
each for himself seek to become possessed of that religion 
which is pure and undefiled before God and the Father: 
which will stand the scrutiny of that Judge, whose eye 
are as a flame of fire, to discover and reward the motives 
and intentions of the heart. To enter upon a few of the 
practical requirements of this religion: let every one see 
that he always keeps true to his word; never breaks his 

engagements ; lives within his income, so as to wreBg * 
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man: and uses alldiligence to comply as speedily as possi- 
ble with the apostolical injunction—to owe no one any thing: 
but love. The practice of going in debt, without a clear 
prospect of paying, must destroy our own peace, and the 
neace of others ; while, if we profess to be christians, and 
fail to comply with our engagements, we inflict a wound 
on the best of causes; which all our praying, going to 
meeting. and contributing to missionary and other socie- 
ties of the day, can never heal. 

If a man is in very straitened circumstances, and stands 
in necd of assistance, let him act the part of honesty, and 
ask it of others as a charity, which he has no prospect ef 
ever being able to repay; and if he has done the best he 
could to provide for his own, and is still seeking to do 
so, and a person professing to be a christian refuses to 

ssis' him, he is no longer entitled to that sacred name. 
Says the apostle John: «* Whoso hath this world’s good, 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him ?’* But this requesting any thing in a way of 
charity, seems too humiliating to the pride of men, or 
something worse ; and under a plausible pretence of soon 
‘eturning what they receive, or of paying the debts they 
contract, they practise a deception and a fraud, no less 
inconsistent with christianity and moral honesty, than 
passi'.g counterfeit money or robbing from another’s desk. 
rhe ‘requency of this practice, and the numbers who are 
to be found in it, is what alone keeps men from a proper 
and just sense of its enormity. 

PH Sr tenes ~~ me a wrong in human actions ; and 
je dons the former to practice the latter, will 

d his path strewed with briers and thorns in this world, 
and in the world to come he must be separated from the 
inheritance of the just. These things are self-evident, and 
sa eit experience of almost every one; so that it 

’ essary to enlarge upon the subject. A return 
sda my Save mie een virtues of honesty and 
td iat is now so much wanted, for the honour 
} chivistianity and the peace and happiness of mankind. If 
adap } elle all injustice and dishonesty, 
pr singh hese is a to bs wrong actions and pro- 
saath eine “ , it would tend more effectually to correct 

al! the high wrought and polished sermons 
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defivered from elegant and decorated pulpits throughout 
christendom. But, as long as a man, by renting a pew 
in some meeting-house—paying well the priest and en- 
gaging in the popular schemes of the day, can pass for a 
good christian and hold a distinguished rank in society— 
while he cheats his neighbour, grinds the faces of the poor, 
and practises fraud and dishonesty—so long it is in vain 
to expect a change for the better. Integrity and upright- 
ness are duties so essential and important to a christian, 
that nothing can supply the want of them; and if they 
were strictly and constantly attended to by those who 
profess the christian name, we should speedily see a bet- 
ter state of things; and the religion of Christ would no 
longer be dishonoured. 

To engage with great zeal in the conversion of those 
thousands of miles off, and undertake to turn them from 
darkness to light, and to the practice of justice and 
righteousness, when scarcely an upright and strictly 
honest man can be found among ourselves, only exhibits 
our hypocrisy, and ought to put us to the blush. Just 
such a farce and show weve carried on by the Scribes and 
Pharisees, in the time of our Saviour ; and much such an 
absence of every practical and essential virtue existed 
among them.. The Gentiles, moreover, whum they pro- 
selyted to Judaism, were made, it would seem, just about 
as much better by the change, as the Hindoos and other 
heathen who are now brought into the pale of the visible 
church, by those who are sent among them. A detail of 
facts in this place, would extend this article to a greater 
length than our pages will admit of ; suffice it to say, well 
may the heathen say to our missionaries: Physicians, first 
heal yourselves, and rectify the evils among your own 
people, and we can then have faith in your skill to set 
us right. 

While we are as we now are, and the missionaries who 
undertake to convert the heathen to the self-denying doc- 
trines of the cross, live in pride and pomp, and have large 
salaries for their missionary services, what evidence is there 
tu the minds of the heathen, that our religion is derived from 
a holy and pure fountain, or has its origin in any better 
source than their own? ‘The christian religion, when blend- 
ed with pomp, pride, and worldly mindedness, is shorn of 
its.chief and essential attributes, and its efficacy in reform. 
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ing the manners and practices of men, ceases. It is for this 
reason that so little good is done, and so little benefit 
derived to society, from all the preaching, meeting-houses 
and meetings throughout our country. Synagogues were 
never so numerous among the Jews, nor the law and the 
prophets ever more regularly read and expounded to the 
people, than when Christ came into the world ; and never, 
perhaps, was there a time, when men were so rapidly in- 
creasing in degeneracy and wickedness ; because, practt- 
cal duties and the weightier matters of the law were 
neglected in the life and conduct of the teachers and 
leaders of that nation. To talk well and do well, are 
materially different; and they are not less different in 
their tendency and effect upon others. ‘To give good ad- 
vice is one thing, and to follow it another; and in too 
many instances, they are almost wholly separated. What 
our Saviour said of the Scribes and Phastews; is appli- 
cable to many of the teachers and ministers of the present 
day: “ They sit in Moses’ seat: they say, and do not. 
They bind heavy burdens, and lay them on men’s shoul- 
ders; but they themselves will not mave them with one 
gf their fingers,” 


—b+ oe 


FRANCE. 


Extract of a letter from Paris, dated March 2d, to a gen- 
tleman in Boston. 


“You will see by the paper I send you, there has been 
some disturbance in this city for two or three nights past ; 
but as little is said with regard to the cause of this com- 
motion, it is necessary that I should give you some ac- 
count of it, 

“ There is a large number of catholic missionaries em- 
ployed by government to preach in the different arron- 
dissements of this city, and throughout the eountry, in 
order to reclaim such as have embraced infidelity, and 
bring back to the bosom of the church, those who have 
wandered, and to restore that church to the state of pu- 
rity, in which it was before the revolution. From the 
nature of their employment, and the manner in which 
they are paid, you might well expect that they would 
lave not only zeal to build up the kingdom of their Lord, 
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but also to support that of the Bourbons. Accordingly 
we find them singing in the churches in a very lively air, 
‘Vive le France—Vive la Roi, Toujours en France le 
Bourbons el la foi.” [Long live France—long live the 
king, may faith and the Bourbons always remain in 
France. | : 

‘At other times, ‘ Vive le Roi, Vive la foi, Vive la 
croix.’ Sc. | Long live the king, long live the faith, long 
live the cross, &c. | 

“With regard to the design of government in employ- 
ing these men, and the effect likely to be produced on the 
minds of the people, as it respects genuine religion, I 
shall make no remark, except that there has been several 
lost sheep brought back, on the shoulders of these good 
shepherds, into the catholic fold, and so safely housed, 
that I do not think any wolf of a Calvin or Luther will 
ever be able to catch them. Brebis heunenses !—But it 
so happens, that there are here, as in most places, many 
stiff-necked untameable, wild as the young ass’s colt, and 
who cannot be made to listen to these sood missionaries, 
On the contrary, they speak of them with contempt—say 
that they preach des soitises, foolish things—talk about 
abstemiousness, while they daily load their mortal bodies 
with roast beef, fowls. pates de Strasbourg, &c. all well 
diluted with the best old Burgundy and Champaigne.— 
There are also others, who do not think that faith in Jesus 
Christ, and in the Bourbons, are inseparably connected. 
Many of these, and if [ mistake not, the greater part of 
them, are such as profess to be ‘ bon catholiaues.’ 

“Last Thursday evening, the missionaries assembled 
at the church of Notre Dame des Victoires, in order to 
preach and sing—but instead of tinding an attentive au- 
dience, they found themselves so much hissed that they 
could not proceed. Presently a crowd was collected 
around the church, and much noise succeeded.—The 
strong armaof military power was thought necessary— 
three or four hundred gens d’armere were called out, who 
succeeded in preventing the missionaries from receiving 
further injury. Some were wounded, several arrested, 
among whom were Gen. Demarcay, and M. de Corcelles, 
members of the Chamber of Deputies. 

“Friday evening, the crowd collected again—the streets 
near the church were filled with gens d’armere, the shops 
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all closed, and none but women were permitted to enter 
the church. 3 . 

«Third of March.—Last night the missionaries rested 
from their labours and all was peaceful. 

‘1 suppose they will preach again to night, and I ex- 

ect more difficulty. 

‘¢ What will be the issue of this, I do not venture to 
predict—I leave you to make your own reflections.” 

(The Journals in France are so fettered and restrained 
by censors, appointed by the government, that it is diffi- 
cult to obtain correct intelligence respecting the rea! state 
of the empire, except through private channels. It ap- 
pears, however, that the greatest efforts are making to 
restore the old order of things, and still more abridge the 
liberties of the people, which has produced much disaffec- 
tion in various parts of the empire, and excited several 
revolutionary movements. An intelligent editor, speak- 
ing of some late French Journals, observes : | 


“ Nothing is said in these journals relative to the pub- 

lic opinion at Paris; but attempts appear to be still ma- 
king in several of the departments, to restore the sup- 
pressed fetes, in contravention of the Concordat of 1801. 
These innovations are attributed to the Parish priests ; 
and the silence of the civil authorities, is stated to induce 
new infringements of the law. 
“In sanctioning this policy, the French government 
does not seem to be aware of its impolicy.—It appears to 
uave forgotten that the present generation has arisen since 
the overthrow of the ancient ecclesiastical establishments, 
and that they have been brought up with deep-rooted pre- 
judices against them. Any attempts, therefore, to restore 
voservances, which appear ridiculous in the eyes of the 
nation, and which have been abolished by the constitution, 
must be considered in the light of intolerance, if not per- 
secution, and produce those effects always corisequent on 
attempting to regulate the empire of opinion. Let the 
political acts of the government be what they may, the 
single circumstance of endeavouring to restore the abo- 
lished fetes, is sufficient of itself to plunge France into a 
state of anarchy and bloodshed.” 

[ Phe Philad. Union of June 3d, contains the following: | 

The state of public opinion in France, is, (notwith- 
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standing the attempts made to conceal it,) evidently such 
as cannot prove satisfactory to the power which now rules 
that country. ‘ Not a night passes in which there is not 
some fresh conflagration ; even whole villages have be. 
come a prey to the flames.’ This statement is to be found 
in a letter addressed by the Duke de Fitzjames, to the 
inhabitants of the extensive department of the Oise.’ 


. — _ is copied from another of our public 
journals: 


“It is stated that the government are sending troops 
into the cantons in the neighbourhood of Paris, which are 
a prey to fires. It is with terror that the spread of this 
scourge is witnessed in the neighbouring departments: 
it prevails in |’Oise, in Somme, in Seine, and reaches to 
the gates of the capital.” 


et ¢ ee 


CHURCH ESTABLISHMENTS.» 


The abuses which grow out of Church establishments 
are exhibited in their fullest extent in Ireland. The 
Church of England in that country,” says a late writer, 
‘¢ is supported in a style of magnificence and extravagance 
no where equalled in Europe, not even in the Roman 
states. It consists of 4 archbishops, 22 bishops, 300 dig- 
nitaries, and 1200 parochial incumbents ; its annual re- 
venue is 685,000/. [3,041,400 dollars] without including 
Dublin University, which is a very expensive part of the 
Church establishment.” The same writer states that “the 
great mass of the Irish Protestant clergy spend the greater 
portion of their time in Dublin, in England, or at least 
from their duties.” He cites the case of one, who has 
charge of a parish which produces 7501. [3,330 dollars | 
per annum, the duties of which he performs by deputy, 
poor curate, who is paid 75, per annum, whilst he lives 
in England to attend toa more important charge, and 
never visits his Irish Church except to make an occasional 
summer excursion to it. He also observes: “* Many pa- 
rishes in this country have neither church nor protestant 
inhabitants, though tythe is rigorously collected: thus the 
adjoining parish to Killerney produces 450/. per annum, 
and has no church ; the parish of Kindermater yields 500. 
per annum, but has neither church nor protestant inhabi- 
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‘ant? The whole population of Ireland is 7,200,000 
souls, vize 686,000 Churchmen, 320,000 Presbyterians 
and other protestant dissenters, and 6,194,000 Catholics.”’ 
The Catholics, and all protestant dissenters from the 
Church of England, have to pay tythe or one-tenth to the 
Episcopal Clergy besides supporting their own teachers. 


on 


For the Reformer. 


It is astonishing to observe, how little of the true know- 
ledge of God is to be found, even in this land of boasted 
privileges. How little it is desired by the people—and 
how little it is insisted on by the present pretended guides 
of the christian world. They, indeed, sit in the Apostles’ 
chair, as expounders and teachers of the word of God; 
but is it not too evident, that they take away the key of 
knowledge from the people—neither entering in them- 
selves, and hindering others. All that child-like reliance 
upon God alone, for instruction, so necessary for a minis- 
ter of that gospel which stands not in the wisdom of man, 
but in the power of God, is swallowed up in the pride of 
literature—becoming of late, so much the boast of our 
reverends and doctors of divinity, who delight to honour 
one another, but seek not that honour which cometh from 
God only. 

Disinterestedness is, or ought to be, one of the leading 
traits of a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Burt, 
who of any reflection, can believe, our self-styled divines, 
who are annually wheedling their credulous hearers out 
of thousands and tens of thousands, to support them in 
ease and splendour, when they talk of their disinterested 
love for the souls of men ? Itis on account of the covetous 
practices of these men, that we see so many destitute of 
every principle but that of self, and pursue with carking 
care, the hope of gain. m 
, The many bold and indiscriminate calls, that have of 
te been made on the people for contributions of various 

inds, has led me to think, that the poor hackney-ridden 
peewee of our country, must exhaust their funds, if 
they attend to half of the many and great calls that are 
= se upon them. But, while the greatest generosity and 
+ eralit are manifested in aiding the popular underta- 
ings of the day, the _— destitute are too often 
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neglected or despised. What is termed charity is exerted 
in erecting palace-like meeting-houses, splendid semina- 
ries; which are wholly discountenanced by the New 
Testament, and serve only to maintain the mind ina 
disposition contrary to the essential principles of divine 
life, viz.: humility and self-abasement. Besides, these 
wonder working seminaries, are designed to accomplish 
another very important end to modern ministers, as it 
respects this life; which, from a late statement of their 
own, will here appear: say they, * men of learning will 
seek for that instruction and pleasure from other deno- 
minations, that they cannot find in their own”’ uneducated 
teachers. Here we see the ministers of one denomi- 
nation, vieing with another in the great work of estab- 
lishing Theological Seminaries, for the servile purpose, 
as they themselves confess, of pleasing the itching ears 
of their auditors. Such is the melancholy condition of 
the world at present; and it behooves all who would be 
found faithful, to watch well their garments, lest they 
walk naked and their false profession be exposed. 
SINCERUS, 


en 


For the Reformer. 
(Communicated from the western part of the state of New York.] 


Establishments for the manufacture of Priests are now 
in successful operation in almost every quarter of the 
Union. As numerous as they are, materials are not want- 
ing—-they have already a larger stock offered than they 
can well work. The only difficulty is a want of money. 
The factories have emissaries in almost every direction, 
who are “ wise as serpents ;”” and by their craft they get 
much wealth. Notwithstanding their u nparalleled exertions 
and the success which has hitherto attended them, great 
complaints are made of the * indolence and lukewarmness 
of “ype in not giving liberally to forward the Lord’s 
work.” ; 

The sincere in heart, suppose from the solemn appeat- 
ance of these money gatherers, they are really engaged in 
a holy cause: but that this is not the case, and the result 
of their exertions will be quite the reverse of glorifying 
God, requires but little penetration to perceive. In the 
lirgt place, look candidly at the inducement offered by 











THE REFORMER. 135 


Theological Seminaries to young men of indolence and 
ambition: A profession of piety and poverty, tegeiner 
with an expression of a wish to be engaged in the “ Lord’s 
cause,” will secure any young mana passport to these tem- 
ples of wealth and fame. There are too many idlers in so- 
ciety, to leave this highway untrod—too many who are 
ready to become impostors and hypocrites when a door is 
opened—too many who are ready to subscribe or swear 
to any thing,—no matter what, for a fat living or a high 
salary. 

{t is no longer problematical, that young men, callous 
equally to honesty and religion, offer themselves as can- 
didates for the ministry, and are accepted. Is there any 
thing more afflicting to the Christian, than to see every 
thing that is sacred trampled upon by such men! After 
a few years study, in acquiring Latin, Greek, &c. they 
with a solemn countenance declare, they are moved by 
the Holy Ghost to go forth and preach the Gospel. They 
are then initiated into the holy office, and a license is 
granted them to sell their ware—which comprises a set 
of creeds and articles of faith, they, previous to investi- 
gation, agreed to preach and maintain. 

To foster men of this description on the pliant feel- 
ings of the community, tested daily to obtain money—ser- 
mons the most fascinating are delivered, to prove the 
necessity of liberal donations to save souls ; and the plain 
truths of scripture twisted in almost any shape to suit 
their wishes. Nay, more—they do not stick to represent 
our Saviour, as stretching forth his pierced hands, to re- 
ceive these unhallowed contributions!! At what a height 
of presumption are men arrived, when they can audaci- 
ously declare, “* Angels are hovering over our assemblies 
to witness the generosity of the donors!!”? Pause for a 
moment, fellow Christian, and anticipate the result: can 
the black cause of infidelity remain dormant, when nou- 
rished by such skilful hands? No! she will raise her 
detested head as high as those who only profess to be her 
foes! She cannot sleep amid such profanations! Chris- 
ianity, if these practices are persisted in, will be met by 
org, of an opposite character, which will sweep as 
with the force of a mighty torrent, every thing like true 
religion from the earth. 

_ lf Lyman Beecher’s plans, in company with “ Zion’s 
Call,” should go into effect, we soen would be inundated 
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neglected or despised. What is termed charity is exerted 
in erecting palace-like meeting-houses, splendid semina- 
ries; which are wholly discountenanced by the New 
Testament, and serve only to maintain the mind ina 
disposition contrary to the essential principles of divine 
life, viz.: humility and self-abasement. Besides, these 
wonder working seminaries, are designed to accomplish 
another very important end to modern ministers, as it 
respects this life; which, from a late statement of their 
own, will here appear: say they, “ men of learning will 
seek for that instruction and pleasure from other deno- 
minations, that they cannot find in their own”’ uneducated 
teachers. Here we see the ministers of one denomi- 
nation, vieing with another in the great work of estab- 
lishing Theological Seminaries, for the servile purpose, 
as they themselves confess, of pleasing the itching ears 
of their auditors. Such is the melancholy condition of 
the world at present; and it behooves all who would be 
found faithful, to watch well their garments, lest they 
walk naked and their false profession be exposed. 
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For the Reformer. 

[Communicated from the western part of the state of New York.] 
Establishments for the manufacture of Priests are now 
in successful operation in almost every quarter of the 
Union. As numerous as they are, materials are not want- 
ing—-they have alraady a larger stock offered than they 
can well work. ‘The only difficulty is a want of money. 
The factories have emissaries in almost every direction, 
who are “ wise as serpents ;” and by their craft they get 
much wealth. Notwithstanding their u nparalleled exertions 
and the success which has hitherto attended them, great 
complaints are made of the “ indolence and lukewarmness 
of — in not giving liberally to forward the Lord’s 

work.” 
The sincere in heart, suppose from the solemn appeat- 
ance of these money gatherers, they are really engaged in 
a holy cause: but that this is not the case, and the result 
of their exertions will be quite the reverse of glorifying 
God, requires but little penetration to perceive. In the 
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Theological Seminaries to young men of indolence and 
ambition: A profession of piety and poverty, x oe 
with an expression of a wish to be engaged in the “ Lord’s 
cause,” will secure any young mana passport to these tem- 
ples of wealth and fame. There are too many idlers in so- 
ciety, to leave this highway untrod—too many who are 
ready to become impostors and hypocrites when a dvuor is 
opened—too many who are ready to subscribe or swear 
to any thing,—no matter what, for a fat living or a high 
salary. 

[t is no longer problematical, that young men, callous 
equally to honesty and religion, offer themselves as can- 
didates for the ministry, and are accepted. Is there any 
thing more afflicting to the Christian, than to see every 
thing that is sacred trampled upon by such men! After 
a few years study, in acquiring Latin, Greek, &c. they 
with a solemn countenance declare, they are moved b 
the Holy Ghost to go forth and preach the Gospel. They 
are then initiated into the Aoly office, and a license is 
granted them to sell their ware—which comprises a set 
of creeds and articles of faith, they, previous to investi- 
gation, agreed to preach and maintain. 

To foster men of this description on the pliant feel- 
ings of the community, tested daily to obtain money—ser- 
mons the most fascinating are delivered, to prove the 
necessity of liberal donations to save souls ; and the plain 
truths of scripture twisted in almost any shape to suit 
their wishes. Nay, more—they do not stick to represent 
our Saviour, as stretching forth his pierced hands, to re- 
ceive these unhallowed contributions !! At what a height 
of presumption are men arrived, when they can audaci- 
ously declare, “* Angels are hovering over our assemblies 
to witness the generosity of the donors! !? Pause for a 
moment, feilow Christian, and anticipate the result: can 
the black cause of infidelity remain dormant, when nou- 
rished by such skilful hands? No! she will raise her 
detested head as high as those who only profess to be her 
foes! She cannot sleep amid such profanations! Chris- 
tianity, if these practices are persisted in, will be met by 
something of an opposite character, which will sweep as 
with the force of a mighty torrent, every thing like true 
religion from the earth. 

if Lyman Beecher’s plans, in company with “ Zion’s 
Call,” should go into effect, we soon would be inundated 
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neglected or despised. What is termed charity is exerted 
in erecting palace-like meeting-houses, splendid semina- 
ries; which are wholly discountenanced by the New 
Testament, and serve only to maintain the mind ing 
disposition contrary to the essential principles of divine 
life, viz.: humility and self-abasement. Besides, these 
wonder working seminaries, are designed to accomplish 
another very important end to modern ministers, as it 
respects this life; which, from a late statement of their 
own, will here appear: say they, “ men of learning will 
seek for that instruction and pleasure from other deno- 
minations, that they cannot find in their own”’ uneducated 
teachers. Here we see the ministers of one denomi- 
nation, vieing with another in the great work of estab- 
lishing Theological Seminaries, for the servile purpose, 
as they themselves confess, of pleasing the itching ears 
of their auditors. Such is the melancholy condition of 
the world at present ; and it behooves all who would be 
found faithful, to watch well their garments, lest they 
walk naked and their false profession be exposed. 
SINCERUS, 


mag 


For the Reformer. 
(Communicated from the western part of the state of New York.] 


Establishments for the manufacture of Priests are now 
in successful operation in almost every quarter of the 
Union. As numerous as they are, materials are not want- 
ing—-they have already a larger stock offered than they 
can well work. The only difficulty is a want of money. 
The factories have emissaries in almost every direction, 
who are “ wise as serpents ;”? and by their craft they get 
much wealth. Notwithstanding their u nparalleled exertions 
and the success which has hitherto attended them, great 
complaints are made of the “ indolence and lukewarmness 
of professors, in not giving liberally to forward the Lord’s 
work.”’ 

The sincere in heart, suppose from the solemn appear 
ance of these money gatherers, they are really engaged in 
a holy cause: but that this is not the case, and the result 
of their exertions will be quite the reverse of glorifying 
God, requires but little penetration to perceive. In the 


first place, leek candidly at the inducement offered by 
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Theological Seminaries to young men of indolence and 
ambition: A profession of piety and poverty, together 
with an expression of a wish to be engaged in the ‘¢ Lord’s 
cause,”’ will secure any young mana passport to these tem- 
ples of wealth and fame. There are too many idlers in so- 
ciety, to leave this highway untrod—too many who are 
ready to become impostors and hypocrites when a dvor is 
opened—tuo many who are ready to subscribe or swear 
to any thing,—no matter what, for a fat living or a high 
salary. 

[t is no longer problematical, that young men, callous 
equally to honesty and religion, offer themselves as can- 
didates for the ministry, and are accepted. Is there any 
thing more afflicting to the Christian, than to see every 
thing that is sacred trampled upon by such men! After 
a few years study, in acquiring Latin, Greek, &c. they 
with a solemn countenance declare, they are moved b 
the Holy Ghost to go forth and preach the Gospel. They 
are then initiated into the holy office, and a license is 
granted them to sell their ware—which comprises a set 
of creeds and articles of faith, they, previous to investi- 
gation, agreed to preach and maintain. 

To foster men of this description on the pliant feel- 
ings of the community, tested daily to obtain money—ser- 
mons the most fascinating are delivered, to prove the 
necessity of liberal donations to save souls ; and the plain 
truths of scripture twisted in almost any shape to suit 
their wishes. Nay, more—they do not stick to represent 
our Saviour, as stretching forth his pierced hands, to re- 
ceive these unhallowed contributions !! At what a height 
of presumption are men arrived, when they can audaci- 
ously declare, * Angels are hovering over our assemblies 
to witness the generosity of the donors! !”? Pause for a 
moment, feilow Christian, and anticipate the result: can 
the black cause of infidelity remain dormant, when nou- 
rished by such skilful hands? No! she will raise her 
detested head as high as those who only profess to be her 
foes! She cannot sleep amid such profanations! Chris- 
uanity, if these practices are persisted in, will be met by 
arya, of an opposite character, which will sweep as 
with the force of a mighty torreut, every thing like true 
religion from the earth. 

_ if Lyman Beecher’s plans, in company with “ Zion’s 
Cal,” should go into effect, we soon would be inundated 
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by hordes of those avaricieus and presumptuous men.— 
Would society be any Detter were they to imitate them > 
Did a country ever flourish while it swarmed with priests 
and prelates? Many persons pretend, if hireling priests 
were to discontinue their lectures, morality would be 
shaken toits base. This position I deny—and fearless} 

assert, that so far from being an injury, it would be 4 
blessing. {In what manner is morality benefitted by men, 
who, previous to an examination, agree to support doc. 
frines right or wroug, for the sake of money ? Does draw. 
ing cash from the pocket of industry, to pamper men 
while circulating such doctrines, benefit morality ? Is it 
a benefit to morality, to have a set of idlers and proud 
men in argc let their professions be what they 
may? And, in short, will people go to Heaven by fol- 
lowing such examples? ‘The cunning Jews never made 
a more lucrative business by selling beasts for the worship 
ofthe Temple, and fixing tables for changing money, than 
our Rev. Doctors doin marketing the Gospe! (as they call 
it.) Can the just and all-seeing Eye, wink at such con- 
duct? No! “Such as ye sow, that shall ye also reap.” 
Even England has an established and oppressive religion, 
which compels all to pay unto its priests. The day, I 
fear, is not far distant, when we in this boasted land of 
liberty, will be in the same sad dilemma. Svon, indeed, 
would our fate be fixed, did we comply with “ Zion’s 
Call.” And should clerical influence once get the ascen- 
dancy in our national councils, the want of laws to gratif 

the ambition of the priesthood, would easily be supplied. 
Money would at once be forced from the community to 
support their luxury and further their views—then might 
we bid adieu to religious liberty. 

If ye who dwell in this land of freedom, would escape 
the direful effects of a hierarchy, withhold with a strong 
hand your money; if these men get it, it will be the root 
of all evil indeed. All they want is enough to sway the 
political destinies of the United States; their brethren 
have never failed to tyrannize over their fellow beings, 
when they obtained power—and money is power. “V2 
the ruins of our freedom, they would erect the rack and 
the gibbet, to render to heretics the reward due them for 
their ungodliness and impiety—and burn at the stake 
all those who dare publish or support the Reformer ad 
Plain Truth, in exposing the impositions of reverends am 
divines.”’ Paul 
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[From the second number of Plain Fruth.} 


To the Editors of Plain Truth.—l have the comfort of 
being united with what may be called a Gospel gossip— 
one of the most zealous and persevering members of Mis- 
sionary societies, &c. I am a poor man and have a hu- 
merous family to maintain, and, in truth, have little to 
spare beyond the reer « support of my family, and the 
payment of m honest debts; yet my house is the confi- 
nual resort of itinerant preachers, and my wife seems to 
think it her duty to entertain them on the very best, at 
whatever expence of time, attendance and delicacies-— 
Thus the necessary business of my family is often inter- 
rupted, my tea-caddie emptied, and many bills and de- 
mands created, which I find it really difficult to pay. 

Of late, a new grievance has still more distressed me. 
My wife must know all the Missionary news, and has 
become a subscriber to several periodical works devoted 
to the cause, and a contributor towards several charitable 
projects, which I do not rightly understand ; such as edu- 
cating poor and pious young men to be qualified for Mis- 
sionary purposes; and while my poor boys can scarcely 
be afforded three months schovling a year, at home, and 
lose much of their precious time for want of shoes apd 
stockings, my wife is knitting socks fur the Osage In- 
dians! All this may be right, for aught I know, but itjs 
very inconvenient to me, and really very discouraging. 
But [hate to quarrel with my wife on such matters, and 
as she reads your paper, I have ventured to make known 
my grievances in this way, in hopes that it may catch her 
attention, and induce her to reflect a little on the subject. 
For my part I cannot help thinkiag that the educating of 
our own children, and the comfortable provision for our 
family is at least an equal if not a superior duty. I will 
not say that this Missionary spirit is an evil—perhaps 
these rambling, roving men do some good, but I know 
they are to me a much heavier tax than all my state and 
county taxes, including the road tax. ~ For my own part I 
shave not yet been able to discover any very great good 
which resulted from their labors, and I have sometimes 
ventured to say to my wife that 1 believed many of ther 
might be more usefully employed at the lough. But I 
see she don’t like to hear any such eae and I would 
not offend her for the world. Yours, &c. 


27 liven Huseins, 
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PIOUS FRAUDS IN MODERN TIMES. 


Some time since an extract of a letter from Nantucket 
oe published in the Christian Herald, containing the 
following statements : 


_& A revival has taken place on board one of our whale 
ships, immediately after sailing on a three years voyage. 
The Scriptures are read and prayers attended night and 
morning by the crew—among whom are three Heathen 
Fouth, who had previously belonged to our Sabbath School, 
and given evidence of capacity to learn and to do goed. 
One of the mates hid engaged to teach them during the 
voyage ; and I hope they will be safely returned, educated 
in the Cornieall School, and sent to carry the Gospel to 
their countrymen of the islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

‘J have been anxious for the establishment of a Bethel 
Union here, but it seems utterly impossible at present: 
et, perhaps, it might be effected, if your Society would 
orward us a Bethel Flag. Had I a little help, 1 could 
preach to hundreds at our wharfs, who will not enter a 
church, and perhaps never have. 

‘If there is missionary ground on earth it is here.” 

[4 writer in the Nantucket Inquirer, under the signa- 
ture of * Ferret,’ in reply to the foregoing statements, 
observes : | 

«¢ Who the author of the above slanderous farrago is, I 
kitow not. Whoever he may be, the statements he has 
made, canuot in my humble opinion, be believed even by 
himself. Every inhabitant of this Island possessing the 
least information on the subject, must know that the latter 
part o! the extract in particular is not only entirely des- 
titute of the least semblance of truth, but is a most outra- 
geans libel on the people of this place. 

«‘ The boasted * Revival,’ on board the ship referred to, 
amounts simply to this: one of the crew in a letter to his 
friends, declared his resolution to quit drinking :—which 
indeed is a very laudable resolution, and deserving ho- 
nourable mention. But to take such materials for the 
foundation of so pompous a relation, is too much like 
* compassing sea and land to make one proselyte.’ 

“The very pious hope concerning the ‘three heathen 

outh’? will doubtless be partially realized; rm may 

indeed be educated in a school—but it will be a school ¢f , 
whales. 
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‘<< Had La little help’—we stop here to inquire what 
kind of help is wanting—is it personal assistance—or is it 
filthy lucre >—Something more than ‘twelve dollars’ fo 
buy a flag is doubtless intended ; for the writer speaks 
like some journeyman missionary out of employ, and beg- 
: ging for the mammon of unrighteousness. Supposing him- 
| selfhowever possessed of this ‘help,’ be it lungs or dol- 
lars, | will stake the value of a ‘ Bethel flag,’ poor and 
unblest with the favours of Plutus as I am, that the ‘ wor- 
thy correspondent’ of the Herald, cannot find on our 
wharves * HUNDREDs who have never entered a church.’ 
Nay, that he cannot find one hundred—nor fifty—nor 
ten—nor even one solitary soul of that description. Let 
him even leave the wharves and inquire among the cAi/- 
dren about the streets—the sailors—the blacks—or even 
the few ‘heathen youth’? which may have been imported 
within the short period of a month, and [ defy him to pro- 
duce, instead of ‘ hundreds,’ a single one ! 

“ Now, be it known to the Editors and readers of the 
Herald, that there are in the town of Nantucket, five 
spacious places of public worship, belonging to four dif- 
ferent religious denominations—in which are held during 
every week no less than fifteen and often as many as_~ - 
twenty meetings, which are as fully attended as those of 
any other place of equal magnitude in New England.” 


> es eee ee ae er 
tate _ 


A great number of the dismal tales told, and the repre- 
sentations made of the want of ministers, and destitufe 
condition of places, contains no doubt just about as much 
truth, as the one here detected and exposed. ‘The doc- 
trine of pious frauds, indeed, seems to be revived among 
Protestants, for aiding the cause of Missions. This dot- 
trine,as sanctioned and practised in the Church of Rome, 
was simply this: having a pious end in view, a person 
was allowed, and it was deemed even meritorious to tell a 
lie to accomplish it. For instance: supposing you had a 
wicked neighbour, that no advice or preaching would 
awaken to attend to the concerns of religion, you 
might tell him, that the ghost or spirit of one depart- 
ed had appeared to you, and made known the awful suf: 
ferings and torments of the wicked in the other world; 
or that you had seen a vision of hell, and beheld the 


fames and tortures that the impenitent had to endure— 
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so that he might be terrified to amend his life, and be- 
come religious, or rather be a biggotted Catholic. 

Upon the same principle, or in unison with this doc- 
trine of pious frauds, we hear continually sounded forth 
the destitute state of our country, for want of ministers 
and missionaries, and the tens and hundreds of thou- 
sands, even among ourselves, who are without the means 
of grace and perishing for lack of knowledge; in order 
that the public may give money liberally, and cast their 
abundance into the treasury, to educate and prepare mi- 
nisters and missionaries, to turn the people to religion, or 
rather to gather them into their particular sect. Really, 
we fear that the falsehoods told, and the misrepresenta- 
tions made in this way, will send more souls to perdition, 
than all the money they get will ever be the means of 
Saving from it. 

———D oe 


Extract of a letter from Boston, Mass. to the Editors. 


“The hold the great body of the clergy have here upon 
men’s minds, is to be ascribed to a Kind of pantheism, upon 
a system of bare and forbear; in which a sort etatahe- 
stble charity is inculcated, towards every heterogeneous 
variety of religion, except the one that is not of this world. 
This is the case in particular with the opulent part of the 
community. The ministers are adulators of the latter ; 
who, having in many instances amassed wealth by arts of 
extortion too shocking to be exposed, compound in a man- 
ner like the Roman Catholics, and dispose of some part of 
their wealth in commuting for their sins, by building up 
clerical influence, and institutions. This is the source 
of much of the missionary zeal, so successfully com- 
batted in the Reformer. Cur seminaries every year send 
out a swarm of candidates for clerical preferment; and 
the ground being occupied and the pulpits full, like other 
young New Englanders, they are obliged to migrate ; then 
commences the intemperate zeal of proselytingand making 
converts, and all the ¢ pious frauds,’ to cover the real de- 
sign, which is simply to secure a revenue and living from 
the trade. It is, in short, a gross delusion throughout : 
(I speak of the system, not of individuals ;) ‘ deceiving and 
being deceived,’ when those go forth to convert others, 
who themselves are not converted. : 
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‘‘ Such being the state of things in this metropolis, the 
focus of polite scepticism and rhetorical religion, you will 
not wonder at the little success that has attended the 
efforts to circulate so independent a publication as yours. 
People are extremely wedded to their clergy, to such a 
degree as to seem to expect they can be religious for them 
by proxy. These are well maintained, and few of the 
parishioners trouble themselves to investigate for them- 
selves. Having paid their money, they think it the pecu- 
liar province of their minister, who, on his part is afraid 
to discompose the quiet of his flock, lest he should lose 
his Jiving and his influence. Those who would read such - 
@ work, would be provoked and irritated at the plain ex- 
position of the facts, and conceive it almost sacrilegious 
to countenance such innovating jacobinical doctrines and 
revolting from their rulers.”’ 


——b + @ae— 


Extract of aletter from a Virginian, dated July 22, 1822. 


“I see, more and more, the propriety of avgiding in 
your work, any discussion of the particular doctrines and 
sentiments of the various sects, and of fearlessly exposing 
the machinations and designs of a proud and aspiring 
hierarchy, which is evidently fast planting itself in all 
parts of our country. I can assure you nothing is 
more apparent, than that it is making rapid and success- 
ful strides in the southern country, which, with all its 
depravity of morals, has hitherto been much more exempt 
than New England, from intolerance and bigotry. But 
with the growth of the country, as in all polished states, 
@ veneration for the most popular clergy and clerical 
institutions, is more and more manifesting itself. It be- 
comes necessary then, to conform to the fashion of the 
world, in matters of religion as in other things, for the 
great and the rich to associate with the clergy most lis- 
tinguished for their talents and learning. Accordingly, 
we see them enlisting, for respect and worldly purposes, 
under the banners of some sect, which, from pure and 
upright motives, they care but little about. It is done 
merely to take away their reproach, and to secure them- 
selves from the charge of infidelity. Next they make 
choice of some favorite clergyman, as their tutelary saint - 
or confessors enjoy the appellation of Presbyterian, Epis- 
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copalian, &c. and have preaching, praying, baptism, mar- 
riage and funeral rites performed for themselves and their 
families, withe"t any other inconvenience, than that of 
paying a little money for it. This is found to be an eas 
penance for the faults of their previous life. By these 
indications, you will easily perceive, how ready my be- 
lief isin the encroachments daily making by the clergy on 
our civil and religious rights. Their approaches to un- 
controled dominion over the minds and consciences of 
men in this country, are advancing with gradual, yet ra- 
pid strides. A nation is not brought to degradation 
and servitude in a day; clerical imposition will long be 
continued and increase, before our political rights will be 
surrendered. 

“‘{t has been intimated by some, that parts of the 
Reformer contain a severity and harshness incompatible 
with the humble spirit of the christian doctrine. But [ 
would ask: Is not appropriate language to be used, 
to bear down against the delusion employed throughout 
our country, to deceive ‘the simple?’ against those who, 
‘through covetousness, with feigned words, make mer- 
chandize of the gospel ?? against those who presume to 
set themselves up, because paid for it, as God’s vice- 
gerents on earth P And did not, in fine. the great pattern 
of humility, make use of the most forcible and energetic 
language, in exposing the conduct of the Scribes, Phari- 
sees and Hypocrites of his time ? 

‘‘ While this nation is boasting of its light and liberty, 
above every other nation that has gone before it;-like 
every other one,it is suffering itself to become the victim 
ofclerical imposition. Priest-craft isa proverbial expres- 
sion, and every one the least acquainted with the history of 
mankind, is informed by it. that it has inflicted the greatest 
miseries onthem. In the earliest ages, and in the rudest 
nations, it has been employed to delude. [ts form and man- 
ner is only varied according to the improved and polished 
state of society. It is always aiming to secure the aid and 
protection of government; and when it has accomplished 
its ends, it inflicts the most summary punishment on every 
one who presumes to oppose its interests or designs. The 
seeds of this mischief are fast planting and vegetating in 
all parts of our Jand, and the great instruments of it would 
how, no doubt, accept any aid from government, which it 
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is in its power to give. Kvery lover of his country and of 

freedom, cannot be too much alive to the dangers, which 

its interference may produce to our political institutions: 
A Vrreinian.” 


OREO Gene 


Columbian Bible, or Sectarian Rancour. 


fA writer in a late number of the Boston Recorder, has taken 
some pains to prejudice the public mind against a Bible now print- 
ing in the Eastern States, because, in addition to notes compiled 
from Scott, Henry and Brown, it contains a compilation from Clarke, 
Coke and Wesley. We shall make a few extracts from his commu: 
nication. } 

“ Mr. Willis —I have thought for some time you might do a 
great service to the public by making some remarks in your paper 
ona work now republishing, called ‘ The Columbian Bible.” Having 
waited for others in vain, I submit to your judgment the following 
animadversions. 

“The publishers profess to take the work from an English copy. 
It contains notes, which the prospectus assures us are compiled 
from Scott, Henry, Brown, Clarke, Coke and Wesley. The proba- 
ble design in selecting notes from authors of such different senti- 
ments—and indeed the design avowed to me by one of the agents— 
was to induce persons of all denominations to subscribe. Now it is 
manifest that such a work must be a medley of opposite sentiments, 
which would leave an inquiring reader in greater perplexity than 
if he had read no comment whatever.* ‘The notes are generally 
common place remarks. Most of them seem calculated to do ner 
ther good nor harm, so far as T have read. Now and thenI find a 
blow aimed at Evangelical truth; and probably erroneous, or at 
least defective theology will be found more abundant when we 
reach the more doctrinal parts of the Bible. 

“If, however, the work shall do no harm to Bible truth; still it 
i8 a great exaction upon the purses of subscribers. It is worth little 
more than the text and plates. I can therefore regard this work in 
no other light than a catch-penny publication, and an imposition on 
the public. 

“I am confirmed in this opinion by the manner in which sub- 
scriptions have been solicited and obtained. Some persons have 
been unreasonably urged to subscribe. In some instances agents 
have resorted to maneuvring in an unbecoming manner. Their 
conduct in this region has been so much like swindling, that some 
persons doubt whether the proprietors could collect subscriptions 
legally. Ihave the private assurance of one agent concerned in 
the business, that any subscribers who are dissatisfied shall be re- 





* Some persons might differ in opinion from this writer. By 
hearing both sides they would conclude the inquiring and candid 
reader will be more likely to come to the knowledge of the fruth 
than to hear one side only. 
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leased. Whether this was said from fear of the consequences of 


reeing them, or from a generous magnanimity, I will not under- 
take to determine. However, it is said many subscribers are dissa- 
tisfied; and I hope many will claim the privilege of withdrawing 
their names. 

*It is to be lamented that so much deception is practised upon 
the community in the circulation of books; and especially that men 
should make unrighteous speculations in the sale of the Holy 
bible.” 


‘The author of this communication affects to be greatly opposed 
to all deception and imposition on the public; and seems to feel 
much dishke to the use of unbecoming maneuvring, and unfair 
means to obtain money from the people. It is a little remarkable, 
that he does not see these measures employed in their fullest ex- 
tent, all around him, in obtaining money from the people for Mis- 
sionary purposes and Theological Schools. Are not persons unrea- 
sovably urged to subscrie to these schemes and Institutions? Do 
not the agents employed resort to manceuvring in an unbecoming 
manner, so that their conduct, in many instances, is very much like 
swindling. We think this writer would be as well employed, and 
might do as great service to the public, to take up his pen against 
these latter characters, as against the publishers and agents of the 
** Columbian Bible.” 





Extract of a letter from the Agent of the American Education Seciety, 
to his friend in Charleston, South Carokna, publishedin the Southern 
Bvangelical Intelligencer. 


“The good people in Maine have written to me for seventeen 
beneficiaries, and engaged to educate them in their academies and 
colleges. Five have already gone, and eight more are preparing to 
go, whe might otherwise have remained as they were. My friend, 
Ihave been able (and I bless God for it, I would not boast, but can- 
not refrain from rejoicing, and call on my soul and my friend to re- 
joice and bless God with me) to provide for the education of about 
forty in eight months. They are doing a noble act in Munson.— 
Four men in Munson have subscribed 3,500, and another has enga- 
ged 1,000 dollars towards a fund of 10,000 dollars, for the educa- 
tion of indigent students in that academy. ‘The academies and col- 
leges are awakening every where on the subject of educating pious 
young men. Some give tuition and furnish books; others give all 
the necessaries for one dollar per week ; others give all for the pri- 
vilege of having such young men among them. There are now 
about 800 young men in the colleges and academies of the northern 
states, on their way to the ministry; and this number will soon be 
greatly swelled, as the sum which would support one, four or five 
years since, will now support two or three. Almost any person can 
educate a minister. lam doing it. You must doit. There is in 
contemplatiou a plan for rendering the labeur of charity students 
predgenye, which promises much. Surely the Lord is doing great 
things.’ 
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Ertracts from letters to the Agent of the American Education Society, 
exhibiting the cases of young men who want assistance to obtain an 
education for the ministry, published in the Boston Recorder of 
May 18th. 

“New Haven, Con. Ocroser 11, 182}, 


“ Dear Sir—Besides the young men I mentioned to you, there 
are others of equal promise, who would doubtless be willing and 
glad to study. Ihave not named them, because I have not had a 
particular conversation. If you will let me know immediately how 
many, besides B—— and H , can be received, though the num- 
ber be 15 or 20, there is no doubt that they can easily find them ; 
and those who should be young men of an average worth for pi¢ty 
and talents.” 





“New Haven, Con. Decempen 24, 1821. 


“ Dear Sir—There are yet some four or five men among us, who 
are amiable and pious, who would probably be willing to commence 
their studies, could sufficient encouragement be given. They are 
apprentices, and have the education which is usually given to 
such youth. They feela desire some of them to be ministers.— 
But they are reluctant to relinquish their present employment 
without a higher measure of encouragement than I have ventured 
to give them.”’ 


“ Farnmineton, Con. Ocrongr 26, 1821. 


“ Dear Sir—There is with us a young man whom could confi- 
dently recommend, could he be released from his present obliga- 
tions. He will be 21 years old next spring, and till then is indented 
toafarmer. He had never thought of qualifying himself for the 
sacred office, till I mentioned the subject to him, and principally, 
isuppose, because he has viewed it far out of his reach. He has a 
sound mind in a sound body—of good appearance, winning man- 
ners, kc. He has lately become pious, and appears very well as a 
christian. I mention this case, that if any beneficiary should be 
needed in any place next spring, this youth may be thought of.” 


“THETFORD, VERMONT, Manca 14, 1822. 


“Dear Sir—Your letter of February last safely arrived. Agreeable 
to your request, I have made some inquiry in this town, and have 
tound four hopeful converts, who wish to obtain an education for 
the gospel ministry. They are from 16 to 20 and 21 years of age. 
it may be, that two or three more would wish for the same privilege, 
but I have not had an opportunity as yet to see them.” 


“Cayton, Con. Marca 10, 1822, 

_ “* Dear Sir~There are some pious young men among us; espe- 

cially two of the late hopeful converts. In the awakening they 
have been active and edifying, and leaders in the young people’s 
meetings. But they must stop and give up all hope of an educa- 
Jon, unless they can receive it, or the greater part of it, as benefi- 

ciaries from the charity of others. One of them is over and the 
other not 20 years. If you would think of them, and write to me by 
tail if they can Have assistance from your sogiety, how much, and 
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how tong, when ¢ must come, and what credentials they mut: 
bring, you would oblige the writer, them and othets.” 


[The Wew England Galasg, a very independent paper, printed at 
oston, contains some pointed strictures and comments on these. 
letters, which we have not room to insert.] 
ee 
SPAIN. 

In the sitting of the Cortes on the 15th April, the proposed new 
Organization of the Clergy was discussed—by it the number of Re- 
frgious (priests, friars, monks, &c.] who are represented as far ex- 
ceeding the necessities of the people, is reduced upwards of 73,000, 
afd a saving to the nation gained of about $28,000 daily, besides 
what may accrue from the labour of so many hitherto useless drones. 
One hundred and thirteen colleges, abbeys, priories, &c. are sup- 
pressed. [ Poulson’s Am. D. Ad. 


{It is worthy of remark that many things which they are putting 
down in Old Spain, we are setting up and promoting in this country. } 





An English paper states that one half of the soil of Spain, and that con- 
sisting of the most fertile, best situated, and most productive lands which 
the country possesses, is now on sale. This property belonged to the in- 
quisition, monks, privileged orders, and clergy; and in lieu of it, the Cortes 
have given the latter one half of their former tithes. The value of this 
prperty is stated to be 200 millions of dollars, of which about five millions 
worth have already been sold. The abuses in that country must have ur- 
riyed to an intolerable height, when the monks, inquisitors, privileged 
orders and clergy eould amass euch an extensive property as this to sup- 
port them in idleness and superstition, especially as, under the former 
governmeat, they were exempted from national taxes and burdens. It ts 
not difficult iu such a state of things to account for the revolution that took 
place. The effect of the contemplated sale of the property will be its dis- 
tribution among new and effective classes of the community, from which 
an increase of population and national wealth will necessarily take place in 
the country. [Vew-Engiind Gulaay. 

India Mission. eo 

Intelligence has beea lately received from the American Missionaries at 
Ceylon. The following extracts are made from the Journal of Mr. Poor, 
at Villapally, published in the J&ssionary Herald : 

“This afternoon visited the government school master, or rather stamp 
selier, in this pavish. This man has atteaded preaching more constantly, 
‘bun any other in the parish, whe has not been, in some way, employed m 
the service of the Mission. ¢ an impression that he ought to be a 
Christian, in order to hold his , (as was the case under thc Dutch go- 
vernment,) and he wishes me £9 think him such; but I know he Lives in 
the practice of idolatrous ceregigs.jes. : 

“June 7. ‘Uhink | never had stronger desires, that God would arise and 
vindicate the insulted houour of his Sen, in the sight of this people. They 
appear te think it impossible that any should be turned in heart to the 

‘christian religion; though many may pretend that they are Christians. 

‘June 8. ‘You have been praying for us,’ says one heathen, ‘for seve: 
wel Years; but does God hear yeur prayers P 

“24. In the forenoon preached in the church... In the afternoon at the 
rest house. ‘Three or four head men were present. All heard more at- 

rentiyely than usual, while I attempted to disclose the scenes that await US 
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af Testh and jadgment. One of the head men observed, ‘none will jain 
your eause, except those who are influenced by the hope of worldly faim’ 
On this principle, he accounted for the fact, that any were willing to be 
employed in our service, or in any way connected with us. He furnished 
proof; I told him, of what f thad often said, that whoever receives this 
religion, or does any thing to aid its progress, shall be profited by it, even 
in this world.” 

We think it quite unsuitable to hold aut such prospects to the natives 
jb the first instance. Our Saviour first set before men the all-important 
truths of the Gospel, and ststed the consequences of rejecting them, while 
at the same time he made known to them thatno one could be his discipte 
exeept he denied himself, took up his cross, and forsook all that he had. 
For although we are informed that he told his disciples there was no man 
that had left honse, brethren, or sisters, wife, children, or lands, for his 
sake and the gospel’s, but should receive manifold more in this present 
time— it was after they had chosen him, and followed him several years, 
bearing their cross. 

The most powerful principle to influence men, is a prospect of present 
interest, and a variety of facts serve to show, that most of those who em- 
brace the Christian religion in India, from among the natives, are actuated 
hy motives of gain or profit in this world. The practice all along has been 
fo support sueh as embrace Christianity, out of the funds af the Mission; 
aud as many of the natives are extremely poor, and can hardly obtain the 
necessaries of life, there is the greatest inducement for them to change 
their religion with a view to better their eundition. In addition to this, the 
government being now administered by those professing the Christian 
name, It is rersonable to suppose that such as come into a nominal protes- 
sion of Christianity, will be more likely to obtain offices of honour ans 
profit. From all these considerations, it is to be wondered at that no more 
come into the pale of the visible Chureh than really do. 


Serampore College. 


From the Second Annual Report relative to the Serampore College, a 
sketch of which is given in the Religions Remembrancer, it is not difficult 
fo perceive that the College will not be all expenditure to the Missionu- 
ries. ‘Ihe foundation is evidently laid for securing vast emoluments by 
means of tuition in the Institution. They observe: “ That learuing which 
this Institution is intended to impart, is required in a variety of situations. 
in life besides that of a Christian minister.” It is then stated: “‘to fill the, 
various situations in the Native Courts, there are required in Benga! alone 
nearly a thonsand persons. The importance of these being filled by men 
of education and legal science, (say they) is too obvious to need menti.n- 
ing.” Various premises contiguous to the site of the College have been 
purchased, increasing the buildings to “ somewhat more than 30 bigalis, 
forming a spot nearly square, which, running parallel with the river on 
the north, has the mission premises on the west, and the public road on 
the east and south.””- It is stated inoreover in the Report, that in addition 
to the ordinary literature and scientific studies of students, a foundation is 
laid for a medical class. 

The receipts of the United Foreign Missionary Society ( vhich embraces 
the Osage Mission) amounted the last year to 10,695 dols. 23 ets. Boards 
ot Agency have been appointed, iu important towus, by the Managers, anu 
special agents have been employed to make collections, to solicit danations, 
aud to form auxiliary societies. Seventy-seven new auxiliaries have been 
suted the Jast year; making the whole number que hundred and forty: 

e. 
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The income of the charity fund at Cambridge College ( Mass. _) is said 


to amount ‘o 5,000 dollars, annually, which is sufficient to aid fifty charity 


students. [ Boston Recorder. 


The receipts at the Treasury of the Theological Seminary at Bangor, 
Maine, from August 9th, 1821, to March 9, 1822, amounted to 2,439 dols. 
‘Fhe articles of clothing, which have been contributed, are not included in 
the above: they are so numerous that a minute account would make a Re- 
port too prolix. [ ibid. 


A few years ago application was made to the Legislature of Virginia for 
an act to incorporate a Theological Seminary in that state. The applice- 
tion was rejected, on the principle that it would pave the way for an esta- 
Blished church, -nd, by exalting some ministers above others, destroy that 
equality so essential to our republican institutions. [ Chris. Repos. 


The population of Constantinople is stated to be 792,000. Of these 
120,000 are said to be Greeks, 90,000 Armenians, 50,000 Jews, 2,000 
Franks, and 630,000 Mahometans. 


[From the Democraric Press of June 6.] 


‘¢ The Methodist Missionary Society held its annua] meeting in New York, on 
Monday evening.—The Rev, Bishop Kendree in the chair, The reports as to the 
snecess of their Missionaries were very satisfactory. A considerable number of 
Auxiliary and Branch Societies have been formed since the last meeting.’’ 


(A member of the Methodist Society in this city, in soliciting contributions for 
Missionary purposes, observed to one of his fellow members, in order to induce 
him to give generously: ‘* We must pull up, or the Presbyterians will out-do us.” 
This “pulling up,’’ not to be out-done by another denomination in the great works 
which obtain so much praise, produces verv powerful effects in the way of raisin 
money; and is no doubt the means of starting and carrying on many of the gran 
schemes and movements of the day. ] 
MASONICK MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

The Free Masons at Louisville, Kentucky, have lately formed themselves into a 
Missionary society, styled the “ Palestine Masonick Missionary society of Louis- 
ville,”’ the funds of which, over the necessary expenses of the society, are to be 
paid to the “‘ American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,”? to be by 
them appropriated to the Palestine Mission. A Committee has also been appointed 
in behalf of said society, to ‘‘correspond with the Worshipful Masters of Lodges 
im this country on the subject,” informing them of their objccts, and soliciting 
their co-operation, by the formation of similar societies. ‘The following is ex- 
tracted from the Circular addressed by the Committee to the “ Worshipful Mas- 
ters of the Lodges:’’ 

«Our worthy brothers Parsons and Fisk are now employed in or near Palestine 
by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in circulating the 
Bible, and it is expected that soon, printing presses will be sent from this country 
for the purpose of printing the scriptures in various languages under their superin- 
tendence.—The ignorance, superstition, and darkness, prevalent in that once fa- 
voured land, open a wide fieldfor the benevolent enterprise of the ‘ Sons of Light,’ 
and the present is an auspicious moment in which to prove the sincerity of our 
te eo of good will to all mankind, by rendering back to Ancient Jerusalem 
first, some of the rights, lights and benefits, which have been so freely bestowed 
on us, aad of which she has for ages been deprived, ”” 


Late intelligence states that LEVI PARSONS, one of the Missionaries sent to 
Palestine, died at Alexandria, in Egypt, the 10th of February last, where he had 
atrived he Mr, Fisk, They were on their way to visit Jerusalem at the ensuing 
Passover. 
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